News from CPSC
U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission
Office of Information and Public Affairs

For Immediate Release
March 9, 2010
Release #10-157

Washington, D.C. 20207

Firm’s Recall Hotline: (877) 314-9130
CPSC Recall Hotline: (800) 638-2772
CPSC Media Contact: (301) 504-7908

Gerber Legendary Blades Recalls Machetes Due to Laceration
Hazard
WASHINGTON, D.C. – The U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission, in cooperation with
the firm named below, today announced a voluntary recall of the following consumer product.
Consumers should stop using recalled products immediately unless otherwise instructed. (To
access color photos of the following recalled products, see CPSC’s Web site at www.cpsc.gov.)
Name of product: Gerber® Gator® Machete and Gator® Machete Jr.
Units: About 149,000 Gator Machetes and 6,000 Gator Machetes Jr.
Importer: Gerber Legendary Blades, of Portland, Ore., a division of Fiskars Brands Inc., of
Madison, Wis.
Hazard: The saw side of the machete can stick in wood during use, and if the user’s hand slips
off the handle and slides forward across the machete blade, this poses a laceration hazard.
Incidents/Injuries: Gerber has received five reports of individuals cutting themselves while
using the Gator Machete, all of whom required stitches. Gerber has received no reports of
injuries associated with use of the Gator Machete Jr.
Description: This recall involves the Gerber Gator Machete and Gator Machete Jr. with the
original handle (see picture below). The Gator Machete is approximately 25½” long and the
Machete Jr. is approximately 18¾” long. The blade is marked with the “Gerber” trademark. The
Gator Machete and Machete Jr. with a modified handle (an extended hand guard) are not
included in this recall (see picture below). Consumers should visually inspect their machete to
determine if it is included in this recall.
Sold at: Retail stores nationwide, including The Sportsman’s Guide, Dick’s Sporting Goods and
Bass Pro Shops/American Rod & Gun, and through on-line stores from March 2007 through
February 2010 for between $16 and $25.
Manufactured in: China
Remedy: Consumers should stop using the recalled machetes immediately and contact Gerber to
receive instructions on how to return the machete for a free replacement machete.
Consumer Contact: For more information, contact Gerber Legendary Blades toll-free at
(877) 314-9130 between 9 a.m. and 5 p.m. PT, Monday through Friday, or visit the firm’s Web
site at www.gerbergear.com.

The Gator Machete with the original handle- Included in this recall

Close-up: Machete with the original handle- Included in this recall

Close-up: Machete with the modified handle (with extended hand guard)-NOT
included in this recall

CPSC is still interested in receiving incident or injury reports that are either directly related to
this product recall or involve a different hazard with the same product. Please tell us about it by
visiting https://www.cpsc.gov/cgibin/incident.aspx
---

The U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission is charged with protecting the public from unreasonable risks of
serious injury or death from thousands of types of consumer products under the agency's jurisdiction. The CPSC is
committed to protecting consumers and families from products that pose a fire, electrical, chemical, or mechanical
hazard. The CPSC's work to ensure the safety of consumer products - such as toys, cribs, power tools, cigarette
lighters, and household chemicals - contributed significantly to the decline in the rate of deaths and injuries
associated with consumer products over the past 30 years.
To report a dangerous product or a product-related injury, call CPSC's Hotline at (800) 638-2772 or CPSC's
teletypewriter at (301) 595-7054. To join a CPSC e-mail subscription list, please go to
https://www.cpsc.gov/cpsclist.aspx. Consumers can obtain recall and general safety information by logging on to
CPSC's Web site at www.cpsc.gov.
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